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Department of State, January 8, 1845. 
Sir: In answer to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 

4th instant, directing the Secretary of State “ to report to this House the 
number of volumes of the manuscript papers of the confederation, and of 
Washington, in the Department of State, to which indices are being pre¬ 
pared ; the progress which has been made; at what time the work may 
probably be completed, and the probable additional expense of completion 
I have the honor to reply, that there are in this department 404 volumes of 
the Confederation, and 299 of the Washington papers—-making 703 volumes. 
Of these, the Washington papers, with the exception of the “army returns,’* 
(which are now being fully indexed,) have indices to the names only of the 
authors of letters or communications embraced in them, without desig¬ 
nating subjects. 

Since the first appropriation for this object, in 1842, full indices to their 
contents have been prepared to 72 volumes ; and there will be completed, by 
the end of the present session of Congress, 60 additional volumes—making 
the number of 132 volumes, which will then be fully indexed. There will 
then remain to be indexed 272 volumes. These volumes are of sizes 
varying from 100 to 900 pages. 

The first appropriation for this object was made in an act approved 26th 
August, 1842, (2d session, 27th Congress, page 135,) being an item “ For 
purchasing and preparing indices to the manuscript papers of the Confed¬ 
eration, and to the Washington papers, deposited in the Department of State, 
one thousand dollars $450 of which was applied to the purchase of Mr. 
Sparks’s index to a portion of the letters to Washington, leaving $550 ap¬ 
plicable to this work. No appointment was made, however, until towards the 
close of the session of Congress of 1843, and this small sum was all expended 
in July of that year. Mr. Upshur, then Secretary of State, fully satisfied 
of the importance of the work, and of the inconvenience attending its sus¬ 
pension at that time continued the gentleman employed upon it, relying 
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upon an appropriation when Congress should again meet. An appropria* 
tion was accordingly made, at the last session of Congress, to cover arrear¬ 
ages, and for the present fiscal year, amounting to $2,360: making the sum 
of $2,910 heretofore appropriated to this work. 

From the increased facilities which a practical acquaintance with the 
work and the manner of its execution affords, it is presumed that the re¬ 
maining 272 volumes can be completed in about three years; though of this 
there can be no certainty, as, from the nature of the work, it is necessarily 
slow and tedious. 

Should the work be completed within the time specified, the additional 
expense required would be $3,756, at the rate of four dollars per day for 
each day actually employed, as allowed under the act above referred to, 
page 132. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. CALHOUN. 

Hon. J. W. Jones, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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